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26 dead in shooting at Texas church 


Worshipers ages 5 to 72 killed by lone man with semiautomatic rifle 


Sweeping 
Saudi purge 
hits rivals 
of prince 


Framed as a bid to stop 
graft, detentions of elite 
figures consolidate power 


BY KAREEM FAHIM 


ISTANBUL — They seemed un- 
touchable. The head of a huge 
construction conglomerate. A 
prince who led Saudi Arabia’s elite 
national guard. A billionaire in- 
vestor who was one of the richest 
people in the world. 

But in one breathtaking stroke, 
the men were detained by the Sau- 
di authorities in a purge that be- 
gan Saturday night and swept up 
some of the most powerful and 
recognizable names in the coun- 
try, including members of the Sau- 
di royal family, cabinet ministers, 
titans of media and industry, and 
former officials. The detainees in- 
cluded Prince Alwaleed bin Talal, 
a wealthy investor who owns ma- 
jor stakes in such companies as 
Twitter and Citigroup, according 
to an associate of his family. 

On Sunday, Saudi officials cast 
the arrests as the first shot in a 
battle against the country’s notori- 
ous and deeply rooted corruption, 
and as part of a broader effort by 
the country’s young and ambi- 
tious crown prince, Mohammed 
bin Salman, to refresh the stagnat- 
ing Saudi state. 

For others, though, the deten- 
tions seemed more like the contin- 
uation of a process that had been 
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9 in Trump’s 
orbit had 
contacts with 
Russians 


BY ROSALIND S. HELDERMAN, 
Tom HAMBURGER 
AND CAROL D. LEONNIG 


After questions emerged about 
whether campaign foreign policy 
adviser Carter Page had ties to 
Russia, President Trump called 
him a “very low-level member” of 
a committee and said that “I don’t 
think I’ve ever spoken to him.” 

When it was revealed that his 
son met with a Russian lawyer at 
Trump Tower, the president told 
reporters that “zero happened 
from the meeting” and that “the 
press made a very big deal over 
something that really a lot of peo- 
ple would do.” 

And, last week, with the revela- 
tion that adviser George Papado- 
poulos had pleaded guilty to lying 
to federal agents about his efforts 
to arrange meetings between 
Moscow and the Trump cam- 
paign, the president derided him 
as a “low-level volunteer.” 

While Trump has sought to dis- 
miss these Russia ties as insignifi- 
cant, or characterized the people 
involved in them as peripheral 
figures, it has now become clear 
that special counsel Robert S. 
Mueller III views at least some of 
them as important pieces of his 
sprawling investigation of Rus- 
sian meddling in last year’s presi- 
dential campaign. 

Documents released last week 
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TOP: Investigators work at the scene of Sunday’s mass shooting 
at First Baptist Church in Sutherland Springs, Tex. ABOVE: 
Carrie Matula, left, embraces a woman after the shooting. 
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1. At 11:20 a.m., the suspect is 
seen at the gas station, dressed 
in all black. 


2. He crosses the street and 
begins firing at the church. He 
moves around the right side before 
entering and continues to shoot. 
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3. He exits the church, and a local 
resident with a rifle confronts him. 
The shooter drops his rifle and flees 
in his car. The resident chases him. 


4. As law enforcement pursues the 
shooter, his car runs off the road and 
crashes. He is found dead in his vehicle. 


Sources: Freeman Martin, Texas Dept. of Safety, Maps4News/HERE; Google Earth 
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GUNMAN FOUND 
DEAD AFTER FLEEING 


No known motive yet, 
law enforcement says 


BY PETER HOLLEY, 
Eva RUTH MORAVEC, 
KRISTINE PHILLIPS 
AND WESLEY LOWERY 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, TEX. — 
A lone gunman stormed a small 
community church here on Sun- 
day and fatally shot more than 
two dozen people before fleeing 
several miles from the scene, 
where he was found dead, au- 
thorities said. 

Witnesses said a white man in 
his 20s dressed in all black and 
wearing a tactical vest started 
shooting with an assault rifle as 
he approached First Baptist 
Church in Sutherland Springs. 
Police said the gunman killed 
two people outside before enter- 
ing the church and spraying 
bullets at the congregation dur- 
ing morning services in the 
country town about 30 miles 
southeast of San Antonio. Doz- 
ens of people were hit with 
bullets, and the 26 dead ranged 
in age from 5 to 72, authorities 
said. Most were shot in the pews 
as they worshiped. 

“At this moment in time, there 
are 26 lives that have been lost,” 
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott (R) said 
during an early-evening news 
conference. “We dopt know if 
that number will rise or not. All 
we know is that’s too many and 
this will be a long, suffering 
mourning for those in pain.” 

Two law enforcement officials 
told The Washington Post that 
the shooter has been identified 
as Devin Kelley, 26, a Texas man 
who lived in a nearby county. 
Those officials did not see any 
immediate sign that he was moti- 
vated by international terrorist 
groups, but they cautioned that 
the investigation is still in its 
early stages. 

Authorities had not provided 
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Nigerien soldier's 
assertion about 
tracking militants 
shifts narrative 


BY SUDARSAN RAGHAVAN 


NIAMEY, NIGER — The four U.S. 
soldiers killed last month in an 
ambush were helping track and 
fight Islamist militants along the 
Mali-Niger border in the hours 
before their death, according to 
the nation’s defense minister and 
a wounded Nigerien soldier who 
survived the attack. 

The accounts raise questions 
about the Pentagon’s assertions 
that the American and Nigerien 
troops were on a low-risk recon- 
naissance mission and that 
chances of contact with militants 
were unlikely. They were, instead, 
operating in a dangerous and 
complex battle zone, where at- 
tacks happen frequently. U.S. 
troops are in Niger to train and 
advise, military officials have said, 
not to engage in combat missions. 

The Pentagon has said it is in- 
vestigating whether the soldiers’ 
stated mission had changed. 
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In search of Trump country 


A couple of Europeans go to Pa. to try to get a handle on a changing U.S. 


BY GREG JAFFE 


PETERS TOWNSHIP, PA. — The 
new Swedish ambassador to the 
United States was wedged into 
the back seat of a Honda Civic 
headed south out of Pittsburgh 
in search of some true-believing, 
climate-change-denying, anti- 
free-trade, “America first” 
Trump voters. 

On one side of Ambassador 
Karin Olofsdotter sat a former 
German defense minister and 
on the other a Washington 
think-tanker, a former Obama 
White House official who had 
organized the Trump country ex- 
cursion. 

Olofsdotter was only a couple 
of months into her stint as Swe- 
den’s ambassador and still strug- 
gling to make sense of a country 
that seemed as though it had 
been flipped upside down politi- 
cally since her last U.S. tour six 
years ago, when she was the em- 
bassy’s — second-in-command. 
From her car window on a late 
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Swedish Ambassador Karin Olofsdotter speaks with Fred 
Scheib after a library event in Peters Township, Pa., that 
allowed her to meet American voters. 


October afternoon, she watched 
as stately stone houses, built 
during the steel booms of an 
earlier era, gave way to the 
sleepy, well-lit strip malls of Pe- 
ters Township and the Pitts- 


burgh suburbs. 

These were some of the neigh- 
borhoods that helped elect Pres- 
ident Trump and set off some- 
thing of a panic on the other side 
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‘Fat Leonard’ 
probe expands 
to ensnare more 
than 60 admirals 


BY CRAIG WHITLOCK 


The “Fat Leonard” corruption 
investigation has expanded to in- 
clude more than 60 admirals and 
hundreds of other U.S. Navy offi- 
cers under scrutiny for their con- 
tacts with a defense contractor in 
Asia who systematically bribed 
sailors with sex, liquor and other 
temptations, according to the 
Navy. 

Most of the admirals are sus- 
pected of attending extravagant 
feasts at Asia’s best restaurants 
paid for by Leonard Glenn Fran- 
cis, a Singapore-based maritime 
tycoon who made an illicit for- 
tune supplying Navy vessels in 
ports from Vladivostok, Russia, to 
Brisbane, Australia. Francis also 
was renowned for hosting alco- 
hol-soaked, after-dinner parties, 
which often featured imported 
prostitutes and sometimes lasted 
for days, according to federal 
court records. 
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IN THE NEWS 
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Redskins upset Seahawks Kirk Cousins with 
fans after team’s 17-14 thriller in Seattle. D1 


THE NATION 

Voters prefer Demo- 
crats for the House over 
Republicans by the wid- 
est margin in over a dec- 
ade, a Washington Post- 
ABC News poll says. A7 
Sen. Rand Paul’s inju- 
ries after an assault Fri- 
day were more severe 
than initially thought, 
and it is unclear when 
the Kentucky Republi- 
can will return to Wash- 
ington. A2 


THE WORLD 
An ousted Catalan 
leader and his allies are 


conditionally released 
from Belgian custody 
even as Spain seeks ex- 
tradition over the sepa- 
ratists’ independence ef- 
fort. A10 

As delegates gather in 
Germany for this year’s 
climate talks, the United 
States finds itself largely 
on the sidelines. A6 


THE REGION 

Anew procedure at 
Maryland jails is adding 
time to the processing of 
the recently arrested. B1 
A month after 19-year- 
old Ashanti Billie was 


found dead in North Moon Jae-in in Seoul. 

Carolina, her parents WEDNESDAY 

are still looking for an- 

swers. B1 Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis visits Belgium to 

THE WEEK AHEAD attend a NATO meeting. 

MONDAY THURSDAY 

President Trump visits med eile 

Japan and holds meet- J Te poas nt 

ings with Emperor Akihi- en ee 

to and Prime Minster Jobless claims for the 

Shinzo Abe. week ended Nov. 4 are es- 
timated at 232,000. 

TUESDAY 

Election Day features FRIDAY 

votes in Virginiaand New | Trump addresses the 

Jersey for new governors. | Asia-Pacific Economic 

Trump meets with Cooperation CEO Sum- 

South Korean President mit in Da Nang, Vietnam. 
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STYLE 

Nancy Drew is an 
ideal role model 
Lawyer and author Linda 
Fairstein credits the 
teenage sleuth for her 
career choices. C1 


METRO 

Jalopy jubilee 

in Penn Quarter 

A parade of Trabants, 
East Germany’s answer 
to the Volkswagen, draws 
crowds in D.C. B3 
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